Dear Sol, 9/25/90 

Reading Peggy Noonan's What I Saw At the Revolution, her account of her career 
asp a Reagan speechwriter^ reminds me - of my own i,and rather limited) career as a 
speechwriter. 

^Iler credentials appear to have been that she was a delected peacenik (vVietuam) , 
a stalwart conservative ideologue with some experience in radio soundbites, and jiPEhe 
right sex - they wanted a woman speechwriter. Hardly the cred ntials of those who 
wrote speeches for FDR or JFKl) 

Reading her account of how the speeches were conceived and executed I was reminded 
of a fine old mqn I knew well in my immediately- af ter- the-committee days, Adolf Sabath. 

If you did not know him and had no reason to remember him, he was a Czech immigrant, 
probably Jewish, who'd been quite successful in Ghiacgo, where he became a millionaire 
before he ran for the House as a Hew ~'eal democrat* ^y lirst recollection of him is 
circa 1940-1941, especially when I was Click's Washington correspondent. He was, of 
course^ atrongly anti— Hitler and 1 was writing anti— Nazi exposes, especially of the 
Nazi cartels. He liked those article and he asked me to write a speech for the first 
for Mm to use in extending his remarks after speaking the first minute of it. He then 
put them all in the Congressional Record and for each he asked me to write his speech. 

He liked them so well he asked me to join his staff, x may have made a,mistake to de- 
cline because he wqs then chairman of the House ■ U ulea Committee. I don t recall wh^f 
1 declined but it was probably because I wanted to continue the kind of work I wqs 
doing. I was not Merlin, did not remember the future, and so 1 could not see that t 
Waite** Annenberg, who ran Woe's empire when Moe was in jail, would bow to the pressue 
of Philadelphia's Main Line society and the Chicago banks of America First belief 
which held the Annenberg debt. 

A few years ago, well, more than RO years ago, I helped the son of a friend w^th 
his doctoral thesis, '-‘■'his included suggesting a reformulation of the basic idea and 
opening a number of Idjashington labor ^chives and files for him. In the United AJ ±ne 
Workers file he found a letter from fat Jackson to °ohn L. Lewis. Pat wanted Lewis to give 
me a job after the Dies matter. In it he said several things I did not recall with any 
clarity and still haven't. One that relates to speech writing is that he gave me credit 
for preparing the defense of the Wagner Act the year af ter it was ayyx passed. I do recall 
going to Wagner* s office frequently and meeting with Ison KwyHl w i tl i H g Keyserling who, I 
believe, was Wagner Js nephew. And was his top assistant, {^ears later, v/hen I was a far- 
mer and he'd married the well-known consumer advocate, Mary Dublin, they became customers. 

I pat this wrong* I don*t know when they married. She always used her maiden name. 

Of course the f'rank Hook speech I’ve mentioned taxes recently. I think but I'm 
not sure that I did other speeches for him. I also have a very dim recollection of one 
for Claude Pepper when he was a Senator and a liberal, before he wai defeated by Smathers 
and became a Congressman with a reactionary Cuban constituency and the spokesmen for 
senior citizens. 

There were probably others that 1 do not remember of .that period. I read these 
pages of "oonan's book while we were waiting for the car to be lubriacted and I mentioned 
what I say above to 111. She asked me if I didn' t have copies of those speeches from the 
Record. I'd not thought of them after the war that I can recall and my best recollection 
now is that these were among the things 1 left with my mother when I went into the army 
that i never got back. I presumed tint they'd been discarded when she gave up her house 
and moved into an apartment. My older sister recently found some of my records and 
brought them here. Not most, which * believe my younger sister was more interested in, the 

many classical records we had. 

Sabath was a warm and very decent man, dedicated to FDR and what he stood for and 
to the poor in his constituency. Re had a good command of Lnglish but still had an accent. 
Interesting period Q.nd I suppose that some' of that writing is what earned me the FBI's dislike 
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